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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 2, 5, 24-25, 29, 35, 44, 46-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 

being unpatentable over Logan U.S. Patent 6,449,460 in view of Kramer U.S. Patent 

5,607,339. 

Logan disclosed a teaching method and kit comprising a song book having a 
plurality of pages (18) inherently made of paper-thin materials, with each page 
containing song lyrics (24), a binder connects the pages together; the song book also 
includes a recording medium as shown in Figs. 5 and 7. It is noted that Logan failed to 
teach the pages are waterproof and support means for supporting the pages in a 
shower enclosure. However, as noted in the specification of the present application, 
singing in a shower enclosure is very well known and countless number of people had 
done it for a long time. Kramer disclosed a both toy comprising at least one sheet 
material (15) made from flexible water-proof material such as polymer plastic (see 
column 1, lines 40-42; and column 2, lines 39-41); the sheet (15) is removably attached 
to a shower surface (12) solely by a layer of water (24) (see Fig. 3) wetted at least one 
page and located between the page and the shower surface for selectively attaching the 
page to the surface by water adhesion as shown In Fig. 1 . Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill In the art to modify the pages of Logan with the 
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teaching of waterproof page and supporting means for attaching the pages to the 
shower as taught by Kramer for the advantage of providing a wider usage of the singing 
teaching device of Logan. 

Regarding claims 25, and 29, it would have been a matter of design choice to 
make the song in any desired size and shape to accommodate any particular user. 

Regarding claim 44, it is noted that the combination of Logan and Kramer does 
not explicitly teach the step of sliding the page along the shower surface as set forth in 
these claims. However, a wide range of users such as adult and/or children may use 
the combination of Logan and Kramer and a thin water layer is the sole adhesion means 
for removably attaching the page to the shower surface. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to slide the page of the combination of Logan 
and Kramer along the shower surface to accommodate any specific user. 

Response to Arguments 

In response to applicant's argument regarding the "shower surface" of Kramer is 
merely a wall beside the bathtub and it is nearly dry instead of "Shower enclosure 
means the vertical surfaces surrounding a shower head", a bathtub is conventionally 
accompany with a shower head and/or faucet and that is an undeniable fact, whether 
such surface is a streaming surface is merely an intended use of the user. A wall in a 
shower enclosure inherently has water thereon. Therefore, such argument is not 
persuasive. 

In response to applicant's arguments against the references individually 
regarding Kramer as set forth on pages 10-12 of the Remarks, one cannot show 
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nonobviousness by attacking references individually where the rejections are based on 
combinations of references. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 
1981); In re Merck & Co., 800 F.2d 1091, 231 USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 1986). 

In response to applicant's argument that Kramer does not teach a book and 
Logan's ring binder and it cannot sufficiently flatten to be supported by water adhesion, 
the test for obviousness is not whether the features of a secondary reference may be 
bodily incorporated into the structure of the primary reference; nor is it that the claimed 
invention must be expressly suggested in any one or all of the references. Rather, the 
test is what the combined teachings of the references would have suggested to those of 
ordinary skill in the art. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981). 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this connmunication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kien T. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4428. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 AM-5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jessica Harrison can be reached on (571) 272-4449. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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